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Slavic Baptist youth of Manchester, NH




John Shrift
Manchester youth Bible study
Thursday 8:00pm

April 3, 2008
Prayer needs:

~ Julia – Olga and her dad are both ill, her mom is also.  Pray for their health and for ability to take care of family and household chores. 
~ Alex Bistrov – safe trip to FL, and health
~ Ira – job search and Jenya’s health
~ Nastya – school
~ Dima Bilan ( Belous) – relationships with coworkers, conversation with management
~ Ilya – safe traveling next week

~ Marina – conversation with her boss

~ Slava  – safe trip to NJ
Today’s Topic:

God’s Grace toward us
In the beginning, John introduced himself and told how he accepted God and how God has changed his life around.  Listen to audio on www.triyouth.com
What is the Gospel?
· Good news

· Word of God

Picture of the Gospel – Christ giving.  Christ was given to us so that we can have eternal life.

But how do we respond to the Gift of the Gospel?


Lets see how some people has responded…

1).  1st group of people (refer to Philippians 3:1-6)

· “Watch out for those dogs , those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.”
· Jude verse 4 “…they are godless men , who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality…” 

Some people take the gifts of God and turn it into A LICENSE to sin.  Finding excuses to sin can be an example of using this “license” hoping to ask for forgiveness later.

2).  2nd group of people - Anyone who puts confidence in a flesh.
· Pride in achievements

· Relying on own strength, not on God’s strength
· Trusting our abilities, education, knowledge, good looks, etc.
Paul refused put confidence in his flesh!  Instead he could put confidence in Christ!
3).  3rd group of people - Anyone who live by legalistic righteousness .
· False.
· Jesus is impeccable, but we are by our every sinful nature can not to live up to the perfect standards of God.
· We can create list of do’s and dont’s, but even that is not something to put our confidence in.

4).  4th group of people – People like Paul who has “lost” everything to know Christ .

Now, did Paul lose literally everything?
· Perhaps not, but he lost the fear of losing everything in God’s name.  His look on things is totally God-centered.

· Job said that God gives, and God takes away, but in any case, blessed be His Name!
So here are the gifts God has given you, now it is your opportunity to appreciate His gifts and respond accordingly!
· If you are not ready to lose something for Christ, don’t press on it.

· There is deference when you press on by yourself, or when you press on while being driven by the power of God.
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whose confidence is in him.

He will be like a tree planted by the water that
* sends out its roots by the stream. It docs not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always
green. It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.
Jeremiah 17v7-8
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